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„ . " Jhe MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
reriod tor Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. " 

" ^ s^^ESTt!!?* 1 " T l,ab,e . Und , eF the / rovisions of 37 CFR 1 136 ( a )- "° event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

" U wo n!rinH fnr ™r PeCifie « * '?u S thanthirt y < 30 ) dav5 ' a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

" EltaJ^S?' ' S h SpeC t ,fied * e ma ,r Um StatUt ° ry Perl0d WiM apply and wil1 ex P lre S,X < 6 > MON ™S from the mailing date o thfe communication 

" A 2SS?T K e n^ 0r ^ e "i ed P ! n0d f ° r rep ' y Wi "' by St3tUte ' CaUSe the a PP ,ica ^n ^ become ABANDONED (35 U.S C. § 133) mmUmCatIOn - 

eT^ E2^£g? ^ ^ maiMn9 ^ ° f thjS — ^ion, even if timely ,ed, may reduce any 

Status 

1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final. . \ 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) E2 Claim(s) 1-16 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1,2.6.8 and 13 is/are rejected 

7) [X] Claim(s) 3-5.7.9-12 and 14-16 is/am nhjerteri tn 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) EI The drawing(s) filed on 04 November 2003 is/are: a)M accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 


Attachment(s) 

1) I3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 


4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . The numbering of claims is not in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .1 26 which requires 
the original numbering of the claims to be preserved throughout the prosecution. When 
claims are canceled, the remaining claims must not be renumbered. When new claims 
are presented, they must be numbered consecutively beginning with the number next 
following the highest numbered claims previously presented (whether entered or not). 

Misnumbered claims 10-17 have been renumbered as claims 9-16. 

2. Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 1 , the word 
"wat r" needs to be corrected to read as "water". Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claim 1 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: In line 2, the words 
"thr e clos d" need to be corrected to read as "three closed". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claims 1 , 2, 6 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Day (US 5,014,639). 
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Day discloses the same water vessel as claimed, as shown in Figures 2-6, that is 
comprised of at least three closed gas containers, defined as Parts #40 and 50, in the 
form of two circular hull tubes and a circular cover tube, as shown in Figure 2, that are 
fastened in close lateral proximity to each other by fastening means, defined as 
Part #60, to define an interstitial hold space between said containers, as shown in 
Figure 6. Said tubes can also be made from rubber material, as described in lines 
60-62 of column 2. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Day in 
view of Nanami (US 5,618,213). 

Day, as set forth above, discloses all of the features claimed except for the use of 
an engine that is connected to two counter-rotating propellers for propelling said 
watercraft. 

Nanami discloses a water vessel, as shown in Figures 1-5, with an engine, 
defined as Part #19, that is connected to two counter-rotating propellers, defined as 
Parts #67 and 71 , by means of a drive shaft, defined as Part #27. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention, to utilize an engine connected to two counter-rotating propellers, 
as taught by Nanami, in combination with the water vessel as disclosed by Day for the 
purpose of providing increased thrust for propelling a water vessel. 


8. Claims 3-5, 7, 9-12 and 14 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 


9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Brown (US 6,582,264) discloses a water vessel with three gas 
containers fastened together to define a space between said containers. Moraga et al. 
(US 5,367,974) discloses a water vessel with three inflatable pontoons that are fastened 
together, where one of said pontoons has an internal hold. And Palmer, Jr. 

(US 4,762,078) discloses a. water vessel with three or more inflatable pontoons fastened 
together. 

1 0. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Exr. Lars Olson whose telephone number is (703) 308-9807. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 


Conclusion 
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